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grass last summer. Fireflles is young,
bright and fun
Sweet reviews continue for Del

Ray Dreamery up the streer, opened
by Liz Davis in 2001. She's a former
pastry chef who missed the dense,
creamy Wisconsin-style frozen cus
tard of her childhood, saw 4 need,
ind created another neighborhood
gathering place. Sometimes the stafl
es you in colorful pajamas. Folks
ndoar pienic tables and play
bble or work on a jigsaw p
All the sones in the lukebox have

DESIGN

Clockwisa from left: Eight Hands Round;
artisan cheess it Choosetigus and The Daily
Planst wine shop,

This [% 4 success stary. Just a few short years
ago, the Del Ray section of Alexandria was a
marginal place to lve and shap. On Mount
Vernon Avenue, the main drag, boarded store-
fronts alternated with auto pares stores and
barber shops. Derelicts and drug dealers
were not unusual, Now Del Ray has become
the trendiest litele spot in Northern Virginla,
Delightful restaurants and eclectic shops, all
owner-run, have taken root. Even patrician Old
Town has taken notice. A formerly struggling
Alexandria neighborhood has become the hot
place 1o live and shop.

What happened? A bit of artistic ingenuity
liz a spark. The modest Dal Ray Artisan’s Cen-
ter anchors the western end of Mount Vernon
Avenue. Kathryn Brown, who's lived in Del
Ray since 1985, helped start the group back
in 1992, “Wed find vacant space and go In ar
low o no rent until the owner found a good
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Between Crystal City and Old Town, Del Ray is now n new destination in
Alexandria ... and one of writer JO ANN M. HOFHEIMER'S favorite spots,
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e, with a loyal

Hoth are long on fresh
Ingredients with some welcome

Sabvackorian

dislses like Corne Guisada (a mari-
nated beef stew) and Pupusas (a
vhick nuasa flowr pancake stuffed
with meat and cheese).

At the apiify Cabsose Calé aned
Bakery, cwner Rhoda Worku
SEFVES TWTH NEW &
and omelets on weekends. Fresh

fearured on their sa ©
strect, Mancini’s has been 4 s
gourmet take-out spot, with a kids*
menu and home-style dinners, since
1995; kids eat [ree Thursday nights.

[
Eight
from O1d Town to Del Ray a cou-
ple of years ago. “Someone told me
about this wonderful place and |
Eell in love with ir," she says. The
£ Is full of unique cralt ftems,
# hand painted child's chair
pHalland, giit tags and terrific
~decorated children's cloth

Part of the profit goes to Habi-
BF Humanity

fmpert pointed out o common
#d thar's 2 bir unusual: Almost
be shops are owned by women
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Gompert pointed out a common thread that’s a bit unusual: Almost all
the shops are owned by women. It’s a subtle thing, but several owners
give credit for the Del Ray resurgence to women's cooperative nature.

I1*s a subtle thing, bur several own
ers give credit for the Del Ray

) women's cooperative for Virginia cheeses,” says
wis-  Erber, “and 1 love the people who
nuake the cheeses!™ They list close to
300 cheeses that rotate scasonally,
with about 90 available in the shop
daily. This is the place 1o come 1o

earptoread signs giving pronuncla

Tesurgen)
nature. There seems to be a o
tent sense ol community that does
have, well, a nurturing perspec-
tive. One shop would steer me 1o
another, as in, "Don't miss Bonnie
G £

Bannie Groer is the
place to look for gifts
Tike fun pajamas, Vera
Bradley bags and Hobo
rees (“designed by
wamen for women™)
Mia Gemena, the new-
et atare, & 3 sophis-
ticated spot, with

hats from Hanitude in
New York, hand-dyed
scarves and designer
Jewelry by various New
York artists,

says owner lrene
lert, wha lives aro
the comer. “There
demand here for s
cial things, and ne
1 carry bs man
ar mass-prodsic
Garden Angels
Eclectic Nature are .
for-1 punch: a gan
and lundscape center |
lot with a ramhli
in an old house
huge ourdoor my
“Create—De:
the Nature has
lamps and delic
Even the bathrr
interesting tf

taste, savor and learn,

At the far castern end of Del
« shopping area, 1 stumbled
+ Eon Collection. an extracrdi-
earpet shop with handmade

! vegetable dyes, and “made
Integrity,” says owner Drew
He takes time to tell me
process, how they are

rather than workshop car-
extures and
thing else
joft and

fze In cus
tof place
e s Madi
Iwich Del

Mia Gemma, the new-

est store, is a sophis- B

ticated spot, with oo n
hats from Hattitude in fmarket o
New York, hand-dyed EE‘::‘T'
scarves and designer '::W:::\I::!s
jewelry by various New ania

York artists. “Every-
thing is handmade,
mostly limited edition,”
says owner [rene Barb-
ieri, who lives around
the corner. “There’s a
demand here for spe-
cial things, and nothing
[ carry is manufactured
or mass-produced.”
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